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A large part of the increase in the statistics of crime is thus seen 
to be accounted for by the drunkenness column. 

On page 38 is a column showing the voters registered from 1872 to 
the present time. The enormous fluctuations throw an interesting 
light upon the interest which is taken in the suffrage at different 
periods. The number of buildings erected in 1894 was one-third less 
than in 1893. There has been a fairly constant decrease in the 
number of buildings erected since 1889. On page 45 is an interest- 
ing table showing the permits issued for processions and parades 
during the year, with the number of persons taking part and the 
object for parading ; 1066 permits were granted, of which 106 were 
for funerals, 142 for picnics, 77 for target excursions, 104 for festi- 
vals, and 637 miscellaneous. The census of the unemployed taken 
by the police in 1894 is given. 



RAILWAYS IN UNITED STATES. 



Seventh Annual Report of the Statistics of Railways of the United 
States for the Tear Ending June SO, 1894. Prepared by the Statis- 
tician to the Interstate Commerce Commission. Washington, 1895. 
Pp. 102 ; diagrams 9. 

The tables in this report are based upon 98.31 per cent of the total 
railway mileage of the country. For the first time a decrease in the 
number of railway employes is reported by this office. On June 30, 
1894, there were in the employ of railways 779,608 persons, as 
agaiust 873,602 persons in 1893. This shows a decrease of 93,994. 
•' If four persons to the wage earner be accepted, it shows that the 
number of persons deprived of their regular income on account of the 
depression of the transportation business in the year ending June 30, 
1894, was 375,976." 

A new feature in this report is the summary which shows the aver- 
age daily compensation of railway employes by classes for the years 
ending June 30, 1892, 1893, 1894. 

The stock on which no dividends were paid during the year 
amounted to 63.43 per cent of the total amount of stock outstanding. 
The funded debt upon which no interest was paid was 17.29 percent 
of the aggregated funded debt. From a statistical point of view it 
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is interesting to note that the report abandons the terms " average 
cost of carrying one person one mile," and the " average cost of 
carrying one ton per mile." " These have been abandoned on account 
of the uncertainty of the rule which it was necessary to adopt for 
their compilation." 

The number of railway employes killed during the year was 1823, 
and the number injured 23,422 ; this is a substantial decrease ; 324 
passengers were killed and 3034 injured ; 4300 " other persons " 
were killed and 5433 injured. 



FAMILY CONSUMPTION OF WHEAT-FLOUR. 



The following letter has been issued by the Division of Statistics 
of the United States Department of Agriculture, under date of Oct. 
28, 1895 : — 

Dear Sir : — For the purpose of ascertaining how much wheat-flour is 
consumed in families of different races and occupations, this circular is 
sent to correspondents in all parts of the country, with the request that 
each person receiving it will write a statement of facts with regard to 
one family (his own or another) on the other side of the slip, and return 
it to this office iu the accompanying penalty envelope, which requires no 
postage. 

Please state the quantity of wheat-flour, in pounds, actually consumed 
by the entire family during the last recent year for which the fact is 
exactly or approximately known. The time need not be a calendar year, 
but should cover precisely twelve months. If thequantity is not precisely 
known a close estimate of it will be acceptable. In making this estimate 
it may be helpful to remember that flour is usually purchased at compara- 
tively regular intervals and in comparatively fixed quantities. Perhaps 
there are memorandum or account books, kept by the family or its flour 
dealer, which may assist you, or you can tell from the amount of wheat 
taken to the miller for the family's supply of flour. 

Include wheat-flour only. In reducing measures to pounds, allow 196 
pounds to a barrel of flour and 434 pounds of flour to a bushel of wheat. 

Among members of the family, include boarders and hired hands if fed 
from the same stock of flour. If anyone has not been in the family for 
the full year covered by the return, report him as a fraction. For illus- 
tration, a hand that has been boarded but eight months, or two-thirds of 
a year, should be reported as two-thirds of an adult, and a child that has 
been away six months at boarding school as half of a chiid. 



